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PREFACE 


I have long thought it would be a nice idea if someone 
were to take the time and trouble to compile a history 
of the club. Since this writer has been a member of 

the club boy and man since 1921, or about half a century, 
I Gecidead there was no point in sitting around and 
waiting for someone else to do so and that I might 

as well undertake the task myself. 


I am not a historian and much of this is based on my 

own recollection and records. Aliso at times you may finu 
that parts of this seem to be more in the nature of 
personal opinion, rather than straight historical fact. 
If that is what may be termeu taking literary license, 

so be it. 


DEDICATION 


Although some of this history is compiled from personal 
recollection and records, most of the material for the 
early and middle part of the club history has been gleaned 
from scrapbooks kept by Lynn Whitmire. Lynn was a very 
active member of the club, and was the last surviving 
charter member, and had kept scrapbooks covering the his- 
tory of the club from the time of founding in 1899 until 
she passed away. She bequeathed her scrapbooks to my wife, 
Doris, and they are among our most treasured possessions. 


This history is, therefore, dedicated to the memory of 
Lynn Whitmire. 


The sun dial some of you may have noticed which is loca- 
ted just outside the porch window is in memory of Lynn 
_ Whitmire. i ; 


Clark M. Greenstreet 


EARLY CLUS HISTORY 


The most popular myth about Washtenaw Country Club 
is that it is "The second oldest golf club in Michigan." 


You have seen that statement emblazoned on club 
stationary, the annual club booklet, and other club litera- 
ture. It is just no. true. It is a rumor which began 
Many years ago and has now come to be an accepted fact. 


The first golf club in Michigan was the Detroit 
Country Club, a 9 hole course which was started about 13898. 
Saginaw Country Club started a course in early 1899. Just 
a few months later, on July 11, 1899 to be exact, fifteen 
Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor people met and officially formed the 
Washtenaw Country Club. I hate to destroy a legend, but 
after all, being the third oldest club in Michigan is not 
bad! 


A site was sought for the course, and a part of the 
Rice farm was leased for the purpose, and construction of 
a course was quickly begun. 


The first course consisted of only 3 holes. Dues 
were $5.00 a year. 


The next step was to build. a clubhouse. A bia of $750 
vas obtained and accepted. I have a picture of the original 
clubhouse in my files, and it was really quite a large 
clubhouse for the money, even considering costs were much 
lower in those days. 


At first the only fairway mowers consisted of a group 
of sheep. They were kept in a moveable pen, and moved about 
from spot to spot to keep the fairways mowed. Once ina 
while an errant golf shot would strike one of the sheep, who 
would then let out a loud howl or whatever sheep say when 
hit by a golf ball! 


Legend has it that tin cans were used for the first 
golf cups. I've been trying to find someone who can re- 
member if there even were such a thing as tin cans in 1899, 
but can't find anyone who can remember. At any rate it isa 
recorded statement from old files, and if not in fact tin cans, 
then I assume some other type of makeshift cup. 


A ram head was adopted as the first club insignia, and 
you will note that a ram still appears in the revised pre= 
sent day insignia. 


In those days most golfers used what were known as 
gutta percha golf ball. Apparently it was nothing like our 
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present day ball and would not go very far. I have an 
Old news clipping which states that a drive of 50 yarus 
was considered to have been the local record in 1899! 


Since automobiles were not a mode of transport then, 
a popular way for most local golfers to reach the club was 
to hop on the old Detroit Interurban street car, which 
would its way alonc Packard Road between Ypsilanti anu 
Ann Arbor. 


During the early 1900's golf became a popular local 
pasttime and the membership rapidly increased, and the club 
was expanded from 3 holes to 6, and later to 9 holes. 


SECOND STAGE OF CLUB HISTORY 


In 1922 it was decided to expand the course to 18 holes, 
At that time Donald Ross was the most famous golf course 
designer in the world. He was persuaded to inspect the 
club while on a visit to Ann Arbor. After wiking over 
the grounds he is reliably reported to have gagq "Vhen Gou 
created this beautiful rolling lana ne must nave intended 
it for a golf course." 


In order to increase the course to 18 holes, additional 
land was needed. Developers of a nearby subuivision were 
persuaded to donate the needed land in order to increase 
the value of their lots. However, the deed contained wnat 
is known as a “reverter clause”, that is if the lanu ever 
ceases to be used as a golf course, it will revert back to 
the donors or their heirs. Thus, unless this has been 
eliminated, care must be taken to see that this clause is 
not violated. As of a few years ago one of the oriyinal 
donors was still alive and in fact wrote this writer to in- 
quire if the donated land was still beiny used as a golf 
course, 


At about this same point in time the Washtenaw wWanen"s 
Golf Association was formed and it occupies a prominent 
place in club history. Under the early leadership of Lynn 
Whitmire it became the strongest such organization in tne 
state. One of its earlier achievements was to spearhead 
the forming of the Detroit District woanen's Golf Association. 


They also pioneered the excellent Junior Program at 
Washtenaw, quickly copied, but never equaled, by other ciubs 
in the Detroit area, 


For many years Dee Cameron (sister of Lynn Whitmire) 
and Ruth McLain more or less took turns in winning the 
women's club title, running up a total of 13 or 14 wins each. 


For years the gals had an annual Ruth and Dee day where 
they divided up into two teams to compete. nowever, nelen 
Bjournquist is presenting a modern day challenge to tieir 
record number of wins, 


I don't think some of the men folks would like to 
admit it, but the wren have done a great deal for them, 
One year when the club needed improvements, but dia not 
have the cash to do them, the gals set out on a fund raising 
program, Bridge parties were held, a fashiop:show was held, 
a big raffle, and a really huge and super duper rummage 
sale. A lot of money was raised in all. Where dia it go? 
MOST of it went for needea improvements in the men's locker 
room! I remember we had only one working shower at the time. 
Most of the remainder went to screen in the front dining 
porch (since glassed in). 


In 1956 the. gals came up with the idea of forming a 
“Michigan Wamen's Senior Golf Association. Members from all 
private clubs were invited to attend an initial meeting, but 
few reservations came in and it looked like the idea woulu 
flop. However, on the day of the event, a huge crowa showeu 
up, an organization was formed, and by the seconu year nad 
a long waiting list. Mary Nelson of Washtenaw was elected 
the first president. 


Somewhere in this recital it is only fair that I yive 
my dear wife, Doris, her due credit. The original idea for 
the Junior Program and the Michigan Women's Senior organiza- 
tion were both her's. In fact the official booklet of the 
senior organization published annually gives her such credit. 


In 1927 the first major golf tournament was held at 
the club, the Michigan Amateur Golf Championship. A record 
field participated, and some participants slept on club 
benches or elsewhere on the club grounds at nignt. There 
were many outstanding amateur golfers in the state at that 
time. Among these were John Malloy of Ann Arbor, a three 
time state champ, who was later the pro at the Ann Arbor Golf 
and Outing Club for many years. Another fine yolfer of the 
time was Dave Ward, Big Rapids. Then I must not forget our 
own Dan T. Quirk, our best golfer in those uays. Some said 
he had a swing much like that of Bobby Jones. I knew Dan 
vell, played with him many times, and I know he could have 
become an even more outstanding golfer nau he gotten really 
serious about his game. As it was, he made a fine snowing 
before being eliminated in match play. 


In 1929, the membership decided to build the present 
clubhouse. One of the things I best remember, was that in 
trying to locate a water supply, they struck a beautiful 


flowing artesian well which served the clubs needs for many 
years. One of the worst mistakes they made in the design, 
was in facing the dining room to overlook the parking lot, 
rather than the golf course. This situation has since been 
remedied, and the original dining roan now serves primarily 
as an overflow dining room and reception center. 


What were known as mortgage bonds were sold to finance 
the erection of the clubhouse. Some of these were purchased 
by club members, but others were sold to investors not 
connected with the club. 


Unfortunately, as some of you recall, and others have 
read, we had the great stock market crash in the fall of 1929, 
and the Depression of the early 1930's ensued. 


The club found itself unable to pay off the mortgage 
bonds and by 1933 badly in debt and flat broke. 


That brings us to the next portion of club history, but 
before proceeding to that I would like to state that I nope 
we can learn a lesson from history, and that we will never 
again get ourselves too deeply in debt. 


Thi WASHTENAW GOLF COMPANY 


Many members lost interest in the club when it went 
broke, but a few decided to see what could be done to save 
the club as a local institution. 


As the club was about to go into bankruptcy or receiver- 
ship, the Federal Court in Detroit was approached. A plan 
was approved to form a new corporation, to be called the 
Washtenaw Golf Company. The mortgage bond holders helu first 
right, and they were awarded shares in the new Washtenaw 
Golf Company based on the amount of the mortgaye bonds eacna 
held. 


Those to whom the club owed money were also awardeu 
stock in the Washtenaw Golf Company, but in a lesser propor- 
tion to aiount due than the bond holders. 


The members themselves lost their membership entirely. 


Wine directors were elected to head the Wasntenaw Golf 
Company, and Joseph Thompson was elected president ana hela 
that post for 13 years, otherwise those of us who enjoy iwember- 
ship in the club today might not have had any club to enjoy. 
Personally, I have never felt he was ever given full credit 
for his work during those difficult years, and Joe was not evel. 
an active golfer! 


It was decided when the golf company was forinea in 
1933 that the only feasible way to try to operate the club 
on a financially sound way, was on a semi-public basis. 
Persons who wished to buy a "season membership" (really a 
season ticket) could do so. dowever, public play woulu be 
allowed on a daily fee basis. Those who owned stock in the 
Washtenaw Golf Compar~’ and who bougnt a season membership 
vere given a discount on the price. 


The club not only operated in the black, but managed 
to buy in 12,000 shares of Washtenaw Golf Company stock to 
be held as treasury stock. The importance of this was that 
it laid the basis to make it much easier to convert back to 
a bona fide private club, as we shall see when we come to 
that portion of this document labeled Modern Club uistory. 


Rumors began to fly in the 1940's that outsiae interests 
had an eye on the Washtenaw “gi~eut&iron with a view to buying 
up the controlling interest in the Washtenaw Golf Company 
stock so that they might control and use the club for their 
own purposes. Remember, many of those who owned stock diu 
not belong to the club and had little interest in what happened 
to it, and would merely like to sell their stock at a yoou 
price. 


One rumor was that representatives of a certain popular 
former heavyweight boxing champion were eyeing the club. uau 
that rumor turned to fact, it is probable that membersnip 
would not have been available to the majority of local people. 


A more well founded rumor was that certain yamblers fran 
the Mt. Clemons area, where open gambling flourisned at tnat 
time, were eyeing the club for the primary purpose of operatiny 
a gambling casino. iiowever, it is saia that wnen the local 
Circuit Judge of that time was approachea to see if "arranye= 
ments“ could be made to operate gambling, to his everlastiny 
credit the dear deceased Judge said No Dice! 


I warned you at the outset that this history would turn 
a bit personal at times, and it was at this point in time 
that this writer first developea a deep interest in the finan- 
cial affairs of the club. 


I embarked on a program, almost single hanuedly, to buy 
up as much of the stock in the Washtenaw Golf Company wnicn 
was hela by non members of the club, as I could get my nands 
on. My idea was that since my resources were limited, as 
fast as I could buy the stock I would try to get #2223 Gis 
hands of the members. The incentive for them would be that 
ownership of 100 shares of stock would give them a discount 
on their season membership, as above explained, and in a few 
years the stock would pay for itself. 


However, I reached a point where I had accumulateu the 
golf company stock much faster than I could resell it, ana 
I found myself in the unexpected position of being the 
largest stockholder in the company. With the purchase of 
one additional block of stock which was available at a low 
price, and with the co-operation of the second largest stock- 
holder, we could have seized control of the company anu op- 
erated it as we saw cit. However, that had not been my 
purpose in acquiring the stock. 


In 1944 I was elected as a Director of the Washtenaw 
Golf Company. In 1945, I persuaded the other directors to 
give me 1 shot at a new plan to start the 1946 season, which 
if successful, would be a giant step toward getting back to 
a bona fide private club. 


The idea was that if we could secure 300 members at $75 
each plus tax, it would give us revenue equal to what we hau 
been obtaining on the semi-public basis of operation, and we 
would close the course to play of members and their guests 
only. 


Some folks said we were crazy, that it could never be 
done. We had a deadline of April lst to sign up 300 menbers,. 
If we could not do so all deposits would be refunded and we 
would continue on the former semi-public basis of operation. 
By April lst we not only had 300 members signed up and their 
dues paid, but we also had a waiting list of over 100 names 
and were refusing to add more names to the waiting list. The 
idea was mine, but I don't claim sole credit for it's success. 
I had the support of other Board members. Also, we had a 
membership drive committee of over 50 persons headed by Jin 
Hart. nelen Silkworth (Mrs. Jeff Silkworth) alone brought in 
35 members! 


A couple of years later the Board decided to go a step 
further. They would require each member to own at least 100 
shares of golf company stock. There was some grumbling that 
this was a stock selling scheme, as this had not been a re- 
quirement of the 1946 plan. However, the idea was a gooua one, 
that every member should have a-part ownership in the club. 
All members would not own equal shares, in fact some people 
who still owned stock would not be members, but would have a 
vote in what went on. Still -- it was one more step in the 
right direction. ace 


In 1949, we had a week long celebration of the Golden 
Anniversary of the founding of the club. Different and inter- 
esting events were held each day. In my opinion this was 
the Most outstanding even ever held at the’ Club. sill Nelson 
was chairman of =e event. 


I'd like to tell you what we did each day, but space 
prevents such a detailed recital, so I'' mention the one 
day which was most interesting to me. 


Four outstanding golfers were invited to play an exhibi- 
tion round, two men, and two women. One was Al Watrous, well 
known pro at Oakland ..ills, winner of many Michigan P.G.A, 
and Michigan Open Crowns, a former Canadian Open champion, 
and once runner up to Bobby Jones in the british Open. Tne 
second member was Sam Byrd, a colorful chap, a former Wew 
York Yankee baseball player who had succeeded babe Ruth in 
the Yankee outfield, but who had turned golf pro ana at the 
time was pro at Plum Hollow. The third member was Margaret 
Russell, the women's club champ at Oakland hills, and the 
leading female golfer in the Detroit District at the time. 
The fourth member of the foursome was Shirley Spork, a young 
and up coming golfer who was a student at what is now nastern 
“Michigan at the time. 


A huge gallery followed the play. Al wWatrous had a fine 
67. Sam Byrd had a 73. Margaret Russell had a creditable 31, 
but our local gal, Shirley Spork, set a course record of 74 
for women which still stands to:this day. I still have the 
official score card of that round. Shirley is nc. a well 
known women's golf pro. (There are some who say that her 
round of 74 has since been bettered, but I still r gard it as 
the official women's record). 


In 1951 Betty Jane Courtright won the Michigan women's 
Amateur the the first member from. Washtenaw to become a 
state champion. 


In 1955 we held our second major golf event at Washtenaw, 
the Michigan Open. Your's truly played in the event, but just 
for the fun of it, and not as a serious contender. I had tne 
pleasure of being paired with two time Masters Champ, horton 
Smith, for the first two rounds (at whicn time tourney officials 
told me it would be really nice if I would quit). sorton hau 
reputation of being the world's best putter. ue never misseu 
any putt from under 10 feet those two rounds, and from 40 
feet or so he just laid them up stiff to the cup. uxorton, now 
deceased, waS a great credit to the game of golf, and a fine 
gentleman (he had to be, to put up with me and be so nice 
for two rounds)}, Walter Burkemo, who was also the national 
P.G.A. champ around that time, won the event. Church noscis, 
a well known name in Michigan amateur golf for many decades, 
and a college chum and classmate of mine, was low amateur. 


Another very interesting project in the mia-}960"s was 
the building of the present swiming pool. whe haa no assessment 
powers in those days, and we did not want to mortgage the 


club heavily, so the problem was how to finance it. ke 
came up with a plan where each member voluntarily loaned 
the club $100 or more on a note; The idea was that start- 
ing the following year the member could redeem his note at 
the rate of 108 per year in trade at the club. To the 
credit of many members they never chose to redeem any por- 
tion of their note. 


MODcRN CLUB HISTORY 


If I seem to cut this portion a bit short it is only 
because many of you are already familiar with some of the 
modern day history, and because I wanted to devote more 
space to the early and middle years. 


In 1957, it was decided to eliminate the Washtenaw 
Golf Company to which I have devoted so much space, and to 
form a new Club owned entirely by the members, and with 
each member having one vote. 


This project took a lot of work, by a lot of people. 
The co-operation of the Washtenaw Golf Company vas neeueu, 
and it was necessary to form a new group to take over from 
the golf company - Washtenaw Country Club No JJ so to speak. 


By then, as previously related, all members hela at 
least 100 shares of golf company stock. Those persons, 
why by then consisted of the majority, simply traaed their 
100 shares of stock in the golf company for one membersnip 
in the new Washtenaw Country Club. Those members who still 
held in excess of 100 shares of golf company stock, were paia 
in cash for the excess stock they held, Likewise, those 
persons who still owned stock in the golf company, but were 
not club members were paiu in cash for their stock. If it 
had not been for the steps taken in prior years to yet the 
majority of the stock into the hands of the membersnip, 
the plan would not have been feasible at all. 


So once again we had a bona fiue private country club! 
This had been a goal of mine since the early 1940's, anu 
I am sure it had been the hope of others too. 


A new regime took over. One member of the former board 
of the Washtenaw Golf Company had served eight terms, or 
24 years. Another had served 21 years. Others, like myself, 
had gone on and off the golf company board as we felt our 
services were needed, and had served several three year 
terms. We nad a need for some younger faces, fresh blood, 
bold minds, and new ideas. 


Under recent regimes, many improvements have been maue 
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Also a number of major improvements have been imade to tne 
clubhouse. A fine and much needed new equipment shed has 
been built. More recently the populaz ualf Way House anu 
the tennis courts have been added. 


This has been an abridged history of the club. I 
had enough material to make it several times as long, but 
wanted to make it readable at one sitting, and in fact cut. 
down my original version several times before arriving at 
this end product, 


I am very much aware that there are a number of per- 
sons whom I have not mentioned that deserve a spot in club 
history, but it was impossible to give everyone his due 
in such a condensed history. 


I had discussed in a previous section the ejaberate 
week long Golden Anniversary celebration that had been held 
in 1949. I guess few of us even paused to consiaer that 
1974 was the 75th or Diamond Anniversary of the club, since 
it was founded in 1899! 


This writer does not expect to be around for the 100th 
anniversary in 1999, but some of you who read this will be, 
and I hope you plan a glorious celebration. 


Other than my own family, Washtenaw Country Club has 
been the focal point of my life. 


I've enjoyed writing this history, and I hope some of 
you who reau it will gain some enjoyment too. 


Clark MH. Greenstreet 


Opposite page - The first Country Clubhouse - from Archives 
of the Histarical Society 


Country Club and Golf Links, Ypsilanti, Hich. 





